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WORKSHEET 4
METHODOLOGY
______________________________________________________________________________

Name: ______________________________				Date: ___________________
Score: ___________

Instructions:

1. Answer the questions below in (a) an outline and (b) in an essay that approximates a 
    chapter in your proposal.  

2. In your text, italicize your responses to the italicized questions.  The italics suggest the parts 
    of the paper that are to be specifically examined during the ethics review.  

3. Use at least 5 references for this section. Create a reference list for these
    sources.  

4. Save your work in PDF using the file name SURNAME_Worksheet 4 and upload it in your 
    Google drive folder on or before 14 November 2024.

Note:  Make sure that the section on methodology is substantial.  The quality of your discussion will determine the length of your introduction.

I. Introduction and Philosophical assumptions
    
   A.  Restate the focus and objectives of your study.
   B.  What research philosophy are you to adopt in your study?  This is about the paradigm 
         (Interpretive, Positivist, Critical, etc.) that you will follow and the corresponding 
         philosophical assumptions in that paradigm. 
         1.  What are the philosophical assumptions that will guide you as to how you are to gather, 
              analyze, and use your data?
         2.  Why did you chose those philosophical assumptions?
         3.  How will they help you in developing your research topic?
   C.  Describe how your methodology section is outlined so your readers could follow your 
        discussion.

II. Research Design

    A.   Is the research that you are to conduct inductive or deductive? Explain briefly.
    B.   Is your study to utilize the quantitative, qualitative, or mixed methods methodology? 
           Explain briefly.
    C.   What research strategies are you going to use: experiment, case study, ethnography, 
           action research, or phenomenology?    
    D.  Mention if the study is cross-sectional (data to be collected at one point in time) or 
          longitudinal (multiple points in time)
 
III. Role of the researcher

     A. Describe your role. Mention that you are the primary investigator although you are guided 
          by your thesis adviser.

     B.  Are you also the data collector, data organizer, analyst, and manuscript writer? Include a       
          brief description of all your roles as a researcher.
   
IV. Study setting and population

      A.  Where will your research be implemented? Explain your choice of setting.
      B.  Who are the participants in your study? Describe them. How many are they?
      C.  What are the responsibilities of your research participants? 
      D.  How will they provide research data?
      E.  What is the extent of their participation in your study?  How long will their participation 
            in your study be? Explain your choice of the duration of participant involvement in your 
           study.
     F.  Describe/enumerate the inclusion criteria that you will use in choosing your participants.
     G.  Describe/enumerate the exclusion criteria for non-participants.
    H.  Describe/enumerate the withdrawal criteria for research participants who decide to end 
         their involvement in your research. 
     
V.  Sampling technique

     A.  What is the size of your study population?
     B.  Show the formula that you will use in computing the sample size (for quantitative 
          studies).  
     C.  Why do you choose to work with that sample size?
     D.  What particular sampling design and technique are you to use in your study?    

VI. Instrumentation

     A.   Provide a detailed description of  the instrument to be used in the study. 
            1.  How many questions are there in the questionnaire/ interview or FGD guide?
            2.  Which sets of questions address which SRQs or objectives?
     B.   Explain why such an instrument is appropriate for your data gathering.
     C.   Explain how the instrument will help you achieve your research objectives?
     D.   Append the instrument or include it in the proposal.


     
VII. Data collection technique

      A.   Restate the population and sampling technique to be used in the study.
      B.   Describe how the participants are to be contacted.  Explain the advantage of the choice 
             of means of getting in touch with the research participants.
      C.   Describe the scheduling of data gathering.
      D.   Describe the method/s of data gathering. Explain the advantage in using this/these 
             method/s.
      E.   Explain the personal data that are to be collected from the participants. Describe how 
            these personal data  are to be protected.
      F.   State that informed consent will be solicited from the participants and that the data 
            gathering will commence only after participants have understood informed consent.
      G.  Describe the procedure for data gathering.
      H.  State that participants will be made to listen to the recording or to read the transcriptions 
           for their approval of the accuracy of the data before disseminating the data.
      I.  Are  there recordings or transcriptions?  How, where, and until when are they to be 
          kept? Who could access them? When and how are they to be discarded?

VIII. Data analysis:  Describe the steps in data analysis. The procedure should be 
        consistent with the research strategies that you will use in your study (refer to II-C).

IX. Ethical considerations

      A.  Describe how ethical clearance is to be obtained from the UPM REB.
      B.  Describe how informed consent will be solicited from the participant.
            1.  Who will solicit consent?
            2.  How will it be done?
            3.  When will it be done?
            4.  Who may give consent?
     C.  State that participation is voluntary and that the participant can withdraw his/her
           participation  anytime during the data collection should he/she feels the need to do that, 
           without any negative consequences, penalties, or loss of benefits.  Mention that the data 
           he/she will provide will also be discarded upon his/her withdrawal from the study.
     D.  State that the consent for participation is time-bound.  Identify the specific period of 
           effectivity of  the consent.   
     E.  State that any records identifying the participant will be kept confidential and will not be 
           accessible to the public.  
     F.  State who has access to data, how and for how long the data will be stored, and what  
          the manner of storage is.
     G.  State that in case the results of the study are published, the identity of the participant 
          will remain confidential. Who will have access to the results of the study?  
      H.   State that the participant could withdraw  his/her consent in case of changes in the 
            information that he/she has provided.  
      I.   State that the participant could access his/her records upon request.
      J.   State that the participant could access the results of the study.  State what data could 
           be shared, for how long, and within what rules/criteria on data sharing. 
     K.  State the compliance of the study with the Data Privacy Act of 2012. 
     L.   Describe the level of risk the study poses on  the participants.  How will risks be     
           mitigated?
    M.   Does the study provide direct benefits to the participants? If so, what are these? 
           If it does not, what non-material benefits (e.g., knowledge on the conditions of the 
           participants) will the participants gain from the  research?
    N.   Mention how the study is to benefit the community or society.
   O.   State how the study will contribute to scientific knowledge. 
   P.   Will incentives or tokens be given to participants? In what amount or in what form?   
   Q.   State that there is no conflict of interest in the study.
   R.   Give the contact details (email addresses and contact numbers) of the thesis adviser and 
          principal investigator in case of inquiries and request for additional information.  
          Mention that the adviser’s CV is appended to the proposal. 
   S.  State that the UPM REB has approved the study.  Give the contact information of the UPM 
        REB for inquiries on the rights of the participants, for grievances and complaints.

    T.  In the Informed Consent Form
      1.  State that the study involves research.
      2.  State the purpose of the study.
      3.  Describe the study procedure.
      4.  Enumerate the responsibilities of the participant.
      5.  Mention how long the participants are to be involved in the study.
      6.  Mention how the study will directly or indirectly benefit participants.    
      7.  Mention how the study is to benefit the community or society.
      8. State how the study will contribute to scientific knowledge. 
        9.  Will incentives or tokens be given to participants? In what amount or in what form? 
       10.  State that there is no conflict of interest in the study.
       11.  Give the contact details (email addresses and contact numbers) of the thesis adviser 
              and principal investigator in case of inquiries and request for additional information.     
      12.  State that the UPM REB has approved the study.  Give the contact information of the 
             UPM REB for inquiries on the rights of the participants, for grievances and complaints.
     13.  Include the standardized statement on Informed Consent. 



           



   

